CHAPTER I
THE  HISTORICAL  DETERMINANTS  OF  ENGLISH  EDUCATION
BOTH in form and spirit English educational institutions
offer a striking vindication of the principle fiom which
we set out They reveal sociological d< termination
which is all the more convincing and real by reason of
its being taken so completely for granted. No wi iter on
education, however much he may strive after universality
of thought, can wholly shake himself f*oc from the
influences of time and place. It is characteristic of
most English writers that they do not even make the
conscious effort Often in the most ingenuous way they
give vigorous expression to quite English politico-social
ideals while believing themselves to be discussing pure
educational theory.
If the word " ideology " had not already been ruined
for any precise use (having been employ al so much
recently as equivalent to " creed " or u doctrine "), we
might cite English writers upon education as illuminating
examples of it. For strictly, it would seem, the word
applies to exactly this phenomenon--the imdctcdcxl
influence upon what is supposed to be tfcnrmhzcd
thought of the interests and attitudes of national, class
and other groups by which the wnter or thinker hits
been formed.
Sometimes, of course, in English writers, especially in
revolutionary timesa the political intent is conscious and
avowed, as it was with Milton in the I7lh and Tom